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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1 , 148 
USPQ 459 (1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining 
obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating 
obviousness or nonobviousness. 

Claims 1-7, 10-27, 30-35, and 38-40 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Phillips (Quest et al) (EP 0738991 A2) in view of Jenkins 
et al. (US 5999952). 

Claims 1, 22-24, 33, 38. A gaming machine adapted for accepting wagers and granting 
monetary awards, comprising: 

a master gaming controller adapted to control game play and authorize payouts and 
other awards on said gaming machine, said master gaming controller located in a main 
cabinet of the gaming machine (col. 1:54-58, col. 1:1-6, 6:5-10); 
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one or more major components, wherein at least one of said one or more major 
components comprises a top box that contains a plurality of peripheral devices and a 
first universal communication interface, is adapted to be removable from said gaming 
machine, and is interchangeable with other similar major components also so adapted 
(col. 2:29-43, 6:41-50); and 

a universal gaming engine located outside the main cabinet, said universal gaming 
engine having at least one dedicated processing unit, at least one associated storage 
device and a second universal communication interface, wherein said universal gaming 
engine is adapted to control a substantial portion of said plurality of peripheral devices 
on said removable and interchangeable major component (col. 3:12-31, col. 6:5-31). 
Major component comprising one or more items dedicated toward a first game theme or 
second game them (col. 2-4) 

Quest substantially discloses the invention as claimed such as claim 1 but fails to 
explicitly teach a universal game engine located outside the main cabinet. Instead, 
Quest discloses a gaming machine with replaceable panels and game cards. In an 
analogous reference, Jenkins discloses a modular core machine unit that processes 
information when attached to a computer (Jenkins, 9:52). One of ordinary skill in the art 
would have seen the benefit of modifying Quest with a modular core unit to easily 
change out information and function of a computerized system (1 :20-45, 3:20-25)). This 
allows the system to change function or games quickly and easily which minimizes 
down time of machines and reduces overhead. Therefore, it would have been obvious 
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to one or ordinary skill in the art at the time of the instant invention to modify Quest with 
a modular core unit or universal gaming engine for easy, fast and cheap changing of 
programs on gaming terminals. 

Although the term top box is not explicitly defined in the specification such that one can 
differentiate between the components in Quest and the components in the instant 
application, if one assumed that the two were distinct, it would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art to apply the modular concept to top box gaming machines 
to streamline the change of the games of the gaming machines to increase player 
appeal. US 2005/0054449 is an example of the art and the desire to have modular top 
boxes. 

Claim 2. Quest discloses wherein said removable and interchangeable major 
component is adapted to detach from both said main cabinet (col. 5:41-47). 

Claim 3. Quest discloses wherein said universal gaming engine is adapted to remain 
attached to said gaming machine despite any detachment of said removable and 
interchangeable major component (col. 6:5-31). 

Claim 4. Quest discloses wherein said universal gaming engine is interposed between 
said main cabinet and said top box, and said removable and interchangeable major 
component and said universal gaming engine are adapted to detach from said main 
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cabinet as a combined unit (col. 6:5-37). One can take apart the machine and take the 
two components out together. 

Claim 5. Quest discloses wherein said removable and interchangeable major 
component is adapted to detach from said universal gaming engine (col. 6:33-37). 

Claims 6, 34. Quest discloses wherein said removable and interchangeable major 
component comprises a top box (col. 6:5-32). The top box is simply a display panel with 
electrical display devices co-operable with the display panel (claim 1). 

Claims 7, 35. Quest discloses wherein said universal gaming engine comprises a 
universal top box engine, said universal top box engine adapted to control all peripheral 
devices on said top box (col. 6:5-32). 

Claim 10. Quest discloses wherein said universal gaming engine is adapted to control 
all of the plurality of peripheral devices on a top box (col. 4:18-25, col. 6:5-32). 

Claim 1 1 . Quest discloses wherein said universal gaming engine contains a power 
supply adapted to provide power to said removable and interchangeable major 
component (col. 3:36). 

Claim 12. Quest discloses wherein said universal gaming engine comprises a 
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communications buffer between said master gaming controller and a substantial portion 
of said plurality of peripheral devices on said removable and interchangeable major 
component (col. 6:15). 

Claim 13. Quest discloses wherein said dedicated processing unit comprises a central 
processing unit residing on said universal gaming engine (col. 6:6). 

Claims 14-16. Quest substantially discloses the invention as claimed but fails to 
explicitly teach an operating system code such as Windows or Linux that is approved for 
use in a gaming machine. Instead, Quest discloses a program card that contains 
program instructions for the game. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art that this program card would contain instructions that operates on the operating 
system of the module and that the instruction code would be approved by a gaming 
commission and further that the operating system would be commonly used such as 
windows or linux because the aforementioned operating systems are common enough 
that finding programmers in those platforms are easier and cheaper than finding them in 
some obscure operating system and having the code approved by a gaming 
commission allows the program to be used on the casino floor which generates income. 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one or ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
instant invention to modify Quest with program code approved by a gaming jurisdiction 
and written for windows or linux platform to generate income and save money on 
production. 
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Claim 17. Quest discloses wherein said plurality of peripheral devices comprises one or 
more devices selected from the group consisting of a video display unit, a speaker, an 
audio amplifier, a light, a touch screen, an input button, a coin acceptor, a bill acceptor, 
a ticket acceptor, a coin hopper, a coin dispenser, a ticket printer, a card reader and a 
mechanical motor (fig. 1). 

Claim 18. Quest discloses wherein said first universal communication interface mates 
with said second universal communication interface (col. 6:12-32). 

Claim 19. Quest discloses wherein said second universal communication interface 
comprises a standardized layout of physical connections that is consistent across a 
plurality of other universal gaming engines (col. 6:12-32). 

Claim 20. Quest discloses wherein said standardized layout of physical connections 
comprises a grid of ported connections (col. 6:12-32). 

Claim 21 . Quest discloses wherein said standardized layout of physical connections 
comprises a power connection adapted to provide power across a mating of universal 
communication interfaces (col. 6:12-32). 

Claim 25. Quest discloses wherein said removable and interchangeable major 
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component is adapted to detach from said first gaming machine, said universal gaming 
engine, or both (col. 5:41-47). 

Claim 26. Quest discloses wherein said removable and interchangeable major 
component comprises a top box (col. 6:5-32). The top box is simply a display panel with 
electrical display devices co-operable with the display panel (claim 1). 

Claim 27. Quest discloses wherein said universal gaming engine comprises a universal 
top box engine, said universal top box engine adapted to control a substantial portion of 
said plurality of peripheral devices on said top box (col. 6:5-32). 

Claim 30. Quest discloses wherein said universal gaming engine is adapted to control 
all of said plurality of peripheral devices on a top box of said first gaming machine (col. 
4:18-25, col. 6:5-32). 

Claim 31 . Quest as modified by Rowe substantially discloses the invention as claimed 
but fails to explicitly teach an operating system code such as Windows or Linux that is 
approved for use in a gaming machine. Instead, Quest discloses a program card that 
contains program instructions for the game. It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art that this program card would contain instructions that operates on 
the operating system of the module and that the instruction code would be approved by 
a gaming commission and further that the operating system would be commonly used 
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such as windows or linux because the aforementioned operating systems are common 
enough that finding programmers in those platforms are easier and cheaper than finding 
them in some obscure operating system and having the code approved by a gaming 
commission allows the program to be used on the casino floor which generates income. 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one or ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
instant invention to modify Quest with program code approved by a gaming jurisdiction 
and written for windows or linux platform to generate income and save money on 
production. 

Claim 32. Quest discloses wherein said first universal communication interface mates 
with said second universal communication interface, and wherein said second universal 
communication interface comprises a standardized layout of physical connections that 
is consistent across a plurality of other universal gaming engines (col. 6:15). 

Claims 39 and 40. Quest substantially discloses the invention as claimed but fails to 
explicitly teach a top box with a plurality of peripheral devices. However, it is notoriously 
well known in the art to include these devices in a top box display to attract players and 
increase player appeal. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 3/19/09 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-40 have been considered 
but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 
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Regarding claim 6 and 34, the dependent claims no longer further limit the 
independent claim. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to ANDREW KIM whose telephone number is (571)272- 
1691 . The examiner can normally be reached on M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Dmitry Suhol can be reached on 571-272-4430. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Conclusion 



/Dmitry Suhol/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art 
Unit 3714 



6/3/2009 




SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
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